
About The Exhibition 

With You With Me With Them (WYWMWT) is a creative way to pay tribute and draw public           

attention to our modern returned service personnel and some of the challenges they encounter 

after returning home. 

The exhibition of beautiful quilts will be supported by wonderful works of art by acclaimed       

military artist from Sydney, Caroline McGregor. www.carolinemcgregorart.com 

There will also be static displays for some of the support organisations that strive to provide in 

various ways for our service and ex-service personnel.  Organisations such as Soldier On; Quilts 

of Valor Australia; Mates4Mates; The Path of The Horse; Young  Diggers; Aussie Hero Quilts 

have been invited to contribute to the exhibition. 

About The Name 

‘With You, With Me’ is a strategic statement used by combat personnel.  The simple words ‘With 

Me’ – I’m going first, cover me and ‘With You’ – I’ve got your back.  ‘With Them’ because it is time 

we had the backs of returned veterans.  We are honoured by the gallant men and women who 

put their lives on the line for us.  All too often the price they pay continues long after their military 

service is completed.  The fact that the suicide rate for returned personnel is three times greater 

than the national average is something that should concern us all.  As a community, we need to 

care about their emotional health and wellbeing.  

Come along, enjoy the exhibition. Let’s show them we care! 

Learn about the many ways we can support them! 

Guest Artist—Caroline McGregor     Guest Quilter—Rachael Daisy 

 

                               …   Kyneton ANZAC Week Quilt Exhibition 

Email … 

wywmwt@westnet.com.au 

Phone … 

03 5422 2000 bh 



How it All Started 
 

With You With Me With Them has been instigated by Jim and Ros Matheson of Kyneton. 

 

We are the parents of a returned veteran who served in the 7th RAR, including two tours of 

duty in Afghanistan. Bob is married, to a currently serving Army Corporal, with two daughters. 

Sharon has served in East Timor.  Since his time spent in Afghanistan we have become      

increasingly aware of some of the issues faced by modern veterans.  Recently, we ‘baby sat’ 

their daughters so they could attend the funeral of a veteran who had committed suicide. 

 

Our experiences as parents has greatly highlighted the needs that are often overlooked or  

unmet, and the difficulties with the current system of ‘veteran care’.  Due to our increasing 

awareness, we have decided to organize a Quilt and Art Exhibition to raise community   

awareness for the issues facing our veterans.  We realize that there is no easy answer/cure 

for the issues but by creating public awareness we are hoping to bring more light and with 

more light some change. 

 

We are planning on having posters interspersed between quilts and artwork.  The posters will 

have information about veterans, statistics, and comments about various issues.  We are   

currently confirming organisations that would be willing to come and provide information about 

their services.  Aussie Hero Quilts and laundry bags will be providing a static display.  Young 

Diggers are planning on providing a ‘manned’ display.  Quilts of Valor Australia will be   

providing quilts for display, presenting 2 quilts to returned Vietnam veterans and volunteers to 

help with the organisation of the exhibition.  The Path Of The Horse has committed to be     

actively involved. We have several more support organisations that are considering their level 

of involvement, whether ‘manned’ or static displays, volunteer helpers etc. 

If We Send Them - We Should Mend Them! 



 

 

In this world where self gratification seems paramount we have lost the most important 3 R’s. 

RESPECT:  Whether it is for God, the church, a school teacher or police personnel, respect is 
not always evident in our community.  When a service man or woman puts their life on the line 
for our freedom we need to value it.  Often our community displays a lack of respect for the 
sacrifice that will impact on their lives forever. 

 

RESPONSIBILITY:  Starts at the top.  The Australian Government has a great record of being 
able to take young recruits and turn them into a fabulous fighting machine.  Equally it has 
demonstrated a lack of responsibility when it comes to returning the fighting machine back to 
the community.  The Defence Force needs to return personnel to the community in a ‘job 
ready’ state.  The skills learnt in, and used by, the Defence Force can be used in civilian life if 
given the correct recognition.  Many ex Defence Force personnel pay thousands of dollars to 
have their qualifications converted to a civilian qualification that can be used for job              
applications. Not being returned to the community in a ‘job ready’ state is very demoralising 
and an unnecessary burden for our returned veterans.  Whether Government or community, 
responsibility needs to be restored.  As the caption states: For You and Me they put their 

life on the line.  It’s time we took care of Them! 

 

RIGHTS:  Our modern world is often focused on ‘our rights’.  Our veterans have a right to a 
normal life after military service.  A returned service person (with or without PTSD) should not 
have to plead and beg for help.  Many suicide victims have left a clear message behind that 
help was all too hard to obtain and they just gave up.  We sleep safely in our beds because 
gallant men and women have protected us from those who would do us harm.  It’s also their 
right to feel safe and cared for when they return, as a nation surely we can do better. 

 

With over 80 suicide deaths of ex service personnel                                                                                          
during 2017 alone, it’s more than time to stop the rot. 
 

Every single life lost to suicide is one too many. 

 

Will you come on board and support this event?                                                                                                                                                           
I hope you will! 
 
Finally a big thank you to those who have caught the              
vision for this Exhibition and have joined in to make               
this event happen. 

Ros Matheson, Convenor for 

With You With Me With Them 

 With Them 

A Message from our Convenor 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



About 

Selected Group Exhibitions 

2018    The Paddock: The Postcard Show, Galerie Abstract Project, Paris 

2017    The Post Grad Show, National Art School 

2017    The Studio at Santa Maria a Rignana, Italy 

2017    The Paddock: The Postcard Show, Aloft, Harlem, USA 

2016    Artex , Hornsby RSL, Sydney 

2016    Hype, 220 Creative Space, Sydney 

2016    Sculpture on the Slab. ARCCO, Marrickville 

2016    Still/Dynamic, 220 Creative Space, Sydney 

2016    The Paddock 2, Factory 49, Marrickville 

2016    Playing With Perspectives, Deloitte, Sydney 

2016    Artpark, The Finger Wharf, Woolloomooloo, Sydney 

2016    New Kids on The Block, Gaffa Gallery, Sydney 

2015     Breaking Space, Imperial Hotel, Paddington, NSW 

2015     Selected for Hornsby Art Prize 

2015     The Paddock: Looking back at the field. Library Stairwell Gallery  

2014     All the Cool Kids are Doing It, Library Stairwell Gallery, NAS 

2013     IV Portraits, China Heights Gallery, Sydney, NSW 

2013     Finalist for Gallipoli Art Prize, Sydney, NSW 

2012     Selected for Hornsby Art Prize, Hornsby, NSW 

2010     Common Ground, Depot 11 Gallery, Danks Street, NSW 

2010     Common Ground, The Watch House, Balmain, NSW 

Caroline McGregor paints portraits of Australian soldiers to both pay tribute to these extraordinary   
people, and to raise public awareness for the efforts and sacrifices our young men and women from   

the armed forces make on our behalf. 
 

You can follow her on Instagram @carolinemcgregor_militaryart 
or Facebook at Caroline Mcgregor Military Art https://www.facebook.com/CarolineMcGregorArt/ 

Website https://www.carolinemcgregorart.com 

Paintings from the  

Warrior Exhibition 

By Caroline McGregor 

https://www.facebook.com/CarolineMcGregorArt/
https://www.carolinemcgregorart.com


Rachael, a multi award winning quilter whose 
awards include Best in Show at the Sydney Quilt 
Show 2016 and the Australian Modern Quilt Show 

2015 and again in 2016.  

The short story is:   I've been hooked on quilting since 2008. 

There are just so many beautiful fabrics to play with and     

different styles and techniques to try.  I just love it!

 

I live in the Blue Mountains, an hour west of Sydney, with my 

husband Mr Daisy in a garden full of colourful and noisy native 

birds. 

That's my life in a nutshell! 

Rachaeldaisy has always been interested in colour and design from delving 

into various crafts as a child, or working as a florist for 20 years.                   

Since discovering patchwork 10 years ago she has been passionate about 

all things quilt related. 

Since then Rachaeldaisy's quilts have become synonymous with bold,      

colourful eye popping quilts. Her quilts have been honoured with many 

awards, including Best in Show/Best in NSW at the Sydney Quilt Show 2016 

for Whizz Bang! featuring the folded fabric blocks.  She has also received 

Best in Show in 2015 and then again in 2016 at the Australian Modern Quilt 

Show for other quilts.  Many of her quilts have been published in magazines 

and books both nationally and internationally. 

Words often used to describe Rachaeldaisy's style are whimsical, creative 

and happy.  Whilst honouring the tradition of quilting she likes to find fresh 

ways and try new techniques to interpret conventional designs. She also    

uses a lot of 3D.elements in her work such as yoyos, prairie points, wool, felt, 

appliqued denim, doilies and trims. http://bluemountaindaisy.blogspot.com 

           About Our Special Guest Quilter - “Australia’s Best “ 

http://bluemountaindaisy.blogspot.com.au/

